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Carderock Springs Elementary PTA

“Serving Community and Family”
	After School Programs

The PTA sanctions several diverse after school programs.  For information and registration for all programs go to http://www.csespta.org.  For those sponsored by the PTA, please make your check payable to CSESPTA.  Payment for all other programs is done directly with the service provider.  Programs can vary based on time of year and student participation.  There is also a Before/After Care Program offered by Kid Adventures.  Contact them directly for more information at www.kidsadventures.net
Special  Services

Our PTA has committees in place to address the unique need of our community.  Various services include the print and sale of our yearbook and specially designed merchandise symbolizing our school’s spirit.  Our Staff Appreciation Committee works hard to showcase our gratitude and show our teachers how much we value their dedication.  They provide snacks for their monthly staff meetings and plan a delicious list of meals and unique surprises to ensure a special and memorable Staff Appreciation Week. 

Communication

There are several ways to stay informed.  The Wednesday Electronic Backpack Mail is a weekly email that contains current notices and information as well as a “help wanted” section advertising volunteer opportunities and teacher requests.  There also is a listserv which contains timely announcements pertaining to our community.  In order to receive these messages you must be registered.   To join, simply send an email to carderocknet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.  Please visit our website,   http://www.csespta.org which contains more details on our programs, updated calendar information, PTA forms and PTA General Meeting minutes.  PTA Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month from 7:30-8:30 p.m.  Several times during the year we invite guest speaker to share their expertise on a specific topic important to us. Childcare is provided.  

Community Service
Our goal is to plant the seed by teaching our children the joy and satisfaction derived from serving those in need, not only locally but nationally and globally as well.  Activities occur throughout the year.  No effort is too small to make a difference.  We have a new partnership with Montgomery Knolls (K-2) and Pinecrest (3-5) Elementary Schools in Silver Spring, MD.  Throughout the year we will be assisting these 2 schools to meet basic needs we take for granted:  food, school supplies, shoes, coats, and holiday gifts.  Another program involves weekly sandwich donations for Martha’s Table (a homeless shelter in D.C.).   “Pennies for Peace” raises money and awareness during International Week by collecting pennies to buy pencils for kids half way around the world.  Also, given our school is a  certified  silver leed  building, we have a separate Green Committee dedicated to educating our community on how to be more conscientious of our environment.                            


	Cultural Arts
The PTA funds several assemblies, a visiting Artist and other grade appropriate activities designed to enrich your child’s learning experience.  In the spring is International Week, a series of festivities to celebrate ethnic and cultural diversity in our community. Our children will travel around the world during the week experiencing the culture and games of a different country each day during lunch and recess.

Family Fun
We kick the year off in September with our Back to School Picnic.  In the fall, grade level Parent Socials are organized. Also in the fall is our annual Book Fair Family Night with entertainment and snacks for the kids while you shop.  Volunteer Room Parents help with Halloween, Valentine’s and End-of-the-Year Class Parties.  BINGO night is great fun with prizes and food for the whole family.  In early spring we offer Lunch Live, Carderock’s own variety show offered in the APR during lunch.  We end the school year with our Spring Fling, which is a great night of food and entertainment you won’t want to miss!

Fundraising

Our membership drive begins the first day of school.  On the membership form is a space for you to enter your Giant and Safeway Bonus Card Numbers.  Our Great American gift wrap and merchandise sale begins in September.  Our Book Fair is held in the fall.  Our Giant Gift Card program runs throughout the year.  All you have to do is prepay for Giant cash cards that you use for your personal grocery shopping – it’s as easy as that.

Membership

One of our primary roles as PTA members is to advocate for our children. We have representation at monthly MCCPTA (Montgomery County Council of PTA) and Walt Whitman Cluster Meetings.  We also have a voice at Board of Education Meetings.  It all begins with becoming a member of the PTA.  Your dues go to pay for all of the programs and activities that we sponsor throughout the year, as well scholarships for program and activity participation, and helps pay for supplemental training and teaching supplies that are not covered by the County in our school budget.  There are also many families in our community that make an extra donation when submitting their membership form.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Volunteering

Serving Community and Family means we as caregivers must lead the way.  It is only through volunteerism that the PTA even exists.  We need volunteers to serve on our various committees, help with all of our special events and programs, as well as help as a Room Parent or Lunch/Recess Aide.  No matter how busy you are, there is a job that you can do to help our school.  Your kids will love to see you at school helping out and you will be setting an example and teaching them valuable life skills.  Be a part of the PTA Team!




